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SUBJECT: MOSCOW DISSIDENTS FORM WORKING GROUP ON SOVIET 
PSYCHIATRIC PRACTICES 

REFS: (A) MOSCOW 146 (B) MOSCOW 213 

1 . SUMMARY. A NEW GROUP TO STUDY AND REPORT ON SOVIET 
PSYCHIATRIC PRACTICE HAS JUST BEEN FORMED. IT WILL RECEIVE 
MOST OF ITS SUPPORT FROM MOSCOW-BASED "HUMAN RIGHTS" 

DISSIDENTS, AND IS BEING FORMED WITN AN EYE TO THE BELGRADE 
CSCE REVIEW CONFERENCE. WE DOUBT THAT IT WILL HAVE MUCH EFFECT 
IN CHANGING THE MORE REPELLENT ASPECTS OF SOVIET PSYCHIATRY, 

BUT IT MAY WELL SECURE ADDITIONAL PUBLICITY FOR THEM IN THE 
WEST. IF IT IS SUCCESSFUL, IT WILL PROBABLY PROVOKE 

A REACTION FROM THE AUTHORITIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. A "WORKING GROUP ON PSYCHIATRY" HAS BEEN FORMED IN MOSCOW. 

ITS FORMATION WAS ANNOUNCED AT A PRESS CONFERENCE (REFTEL A) 

BUT ATTRACTED LITTLE INTEREST FROM AMONG THE WESTERN 
CORRESPONDENTS PRESENT. THE GROUP HAS FOUR FULL MEMBERS: 

MESSRS. BAKHMIN AND SIRIY, MISS IRA KAPLUN AND ONE OTHER. 
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NONE OF THESE PEOPLE HAS RECENTLY BEEN PROMINENT IN DISSIDENT 
AFFAIRS, ALTHOUGH ALL HAVE CLOSE PERSONAL TIES TO THE 
MOSCOW DISSIDENT MOVEMENT. THE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUP 
APPARENTLY HAD THE IDEA TO FORM THE GROUP, THE MEMBERS OF 
WHICH WERE CHOSEN PRECISELY BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT WELL KNOWN 
IN THE WEST. 
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3. IN ADDITION TO THE FULL MEMBERS, THERE ARE THREE 
"CONSULTANTS". GENERAL GRIGORENKSITS BOTH AS THE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE CSCE OBSERVATION GROUP AND AS PRINCIPAL "EXPERT" ON 

THE SEAMIER ASPECTS OF SOVIET PSYCHIATRY. SOFIYA KALI .ISTRATOVA. 

THE SEMI-RETIRED LAWYER WHO HAS DEFENDED A SERIES OF DISSIDENTS 
IN THEIR TRAILS, IS THE NEW GROUP'S LEGAL CONSULTANT, AND 
THERE IS ONE PRACTICING PSYCHIATRIST (WHO HAS REFUSED, FOR FEAR 
OF REPRISALS, TO GIVE HIS NAME) WHO WILL ADVISE ON THE MEDICAL 
ASPECTS OF SOVIET PSYCHIATRY. 

4. FINALLY THERE ARE TO BE CORRESPONDING MEMBERS WHO LIVE 
ABROAD. THESE SO FAR INCLUDE PLYUSHCH, GORBANYEVSKAYA, 

FAYNBERG, VOYKHANSKAYA AND BUKOVSKIY FROM AMONG THOSE WHO 
HAVE HAD PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF SOVIET MENTAL ASYLUMS. THERE 
IS ONE WESTERN PSYCHIATRIST WHO HAS SO FAR AGREED TO JOIN AS 

A CORRESPONDING MEMBER AND THE GROUP IS HOPEFUL OF RECRUITING 
OTHER WESTERN PSYCHIATRISTS AS WELL. 

5. THE BRIEF OF THE WORKING GROUP INCLUDES THE SOCIAL AND 
LEGAL ASPECTS OF PSYCHIATRY IN THE USSR. WE ARE TOLD THAT 
THE GROUP HOPES TO PROVIDE AS UNBIASED AND FACTUAL REPORTING 
AS IS POSSIBLE ON SOVIET PSYCHIATRY. GIVEN ITS MAKEUP, HOWEVER, 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE GROUP WILL BE APPROACHING SOVIET PSYCHIATRY 
FROM A PARTICULAR POINT OF VIEW. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT 

THE GROUP WAS HAS FORMED WITH THE BELGRADE CSCE REVIEW 
CONFERENCE CLEARLY IN MIND. ITS MEMBERS HOPE TO HAVE SOME 
REPORTS DONE IN TIME FOR THE CONFERENCE TO CONSIDER THEM. 

6. COMMENT: THE WORKING GROUP IS OSTENIBLY INTERESTED ONLY 
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IN PREPARING REPORTS OF ABUSES IN PSYCHIATRY AND IN ATTEMPTING 
TO SECURE PUBLICITY IN THE WEST FOR THEM. THE ORGANIZERS 
CLEARLY HOPE, HOWEVER, THAT THE EXISTENCE OF THE GROUP WILL MAKE 
THE AUTHORITIES MORE RELUCTANT TO SANCTION THE CONFINEMENT 
OF DISSIDENTS IN PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTIONS AND TO SANCTION THE 
OTHER ABUSES OF PSYCHIATRY THAT HAVE BECOME COMMON IN RECENT YEARS. 
WE DOUBT THAT THE EXISTENCE OF THE GROUP WILL ITSELF HAVE THIS 
EFFECT, ALTHOUGH SUBSTANTIAL WESTERN PUBLICITY FOR ANY NEW 
ABUSES OF PSYCHIATRY THAT THE GROUP MAY UNCOVER COULD HAVE AN 
EFFECT. WE DOUBT THAT THE AUTHORITIES WILL MOVE ACTIVELY 
AGAINST THE GROUP UNLESS AND UNTIL IT HAS HAD SOME USCCESS IN 
ATTRACTING FURTHER ATTENTION IN THE WEST TO SOVIET PSYCHIATRIC 
ABUSES. 

7. THE SOVIETS ARE CLEARLY WORRIED ABOUT THE REPUTATION 
WHICH SOVIET FORENSIC PSYCHIATRY ENJOYS IN THE WEST. REFTEL 
B DESCRIBES A RECENT ATTEMPT TO COUNTERACT THIS REPUTATION. 

TOON 
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